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A Colonial-look 1970s property on the Mornington Peninsula in 
Victoria is gently renovated with an English-country aesthetic in mind.

STO�Y Judy Pascoe | STYLING Heather Nette King | PHOTOG�APHY Armelle Habib

RURAL RETREAT

EXTE�IO� The new entr�nce cre�tes � more 
we�comin� �nd st��ish sense of �rriv��. The exterior 
is ��inted Du�ux Stone �iver with trim in Du�ux 
N�tur�� White. ‘Br�d�’ w��� ��nterns, Custom 
Li�htin�. Buxus �nd c�oud trees, Conifer G�rdens 
Nurser�. G�rden desi�ned b� Noni Youn� G�rden 
Desi�n �nd He�en Me�vi��e of Evo�vin� G�rdens.
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V 
ictoria’s Mornington Peninsula is a popular 
playground for locals and visitors, offering 
a wealth of activities from surfing and golfing 
to winery tours and fine dining. Couple 
Margaret and David had owned land in the 
area for some years, intending to build a 

weekender there but when they came across this established 
circa 1973 house on a large block their plans changed.

The appeal of the single-storey, Colonial-style property was 
undeniable with its pool, tennis court and separate cottage. 
Views over nearby vineyards and easy access to great restaurants, 
shops and golf courses were an added bonus, as well as the 
proximity to Merricks Trail, a walking or riding track that 
meanders through an attractive bush reserve linking to wineries 
and eateries at either end.

Margaret and David and their Corgi, Bertie, spent nine years 
in the house before deciding to renovate. As Margaret works 

for Melbourne interior design practice Bloom, she naturally 
turned to director Terri Shannon and senior interior designer 
Nina Rowlands for their expertise, and designer Belinda Tuck 
who assisted with fabric and furniture selections.

“The house was a bit cold and draughty, and Margaret and 
David wanted it to feel warmer and more colourful as well as 
relaxing,” says Terri. “The brief also included a new front entrance 
and an improved view from the living areas that necessitated 
the removal of a large supporting structure in the dining room. 
They also wanted to add a pitched roof, which would continue 
over the rebuilt deck to create an outdoor ‘room’,” adds Nina.

The notoriously wet winter climate in the area made the 
removal and construction of a new roof rather tricky, but once 
that was achieved and the structural work was completed 
attention turned to decorating. “Margaret and David favoured 
an English country aesthetic,” says Terri, and the colours used 
throughout reflect their love of green, taupe and pink.             > 

KITCHEN W���s ��inted Du�ux N�tur�� White. Custom two-��c �oiner� b� B�oom Interior Desi�n ��inted Du�ux Fossi� Gre� m�de b� Werribee Joiner� 
�nd C�binet Works. Perrin & �owe t��w�re in �o�ished chrome, �nd but�er’s sink, The En��ish T��w�re Com��n�. S���shb�ck in C�rr�r� m�rb�e 
subw�� ti�es, B�z�ntine Desi�n. Zimb�bwe B��ck �r�nite benchto�, G-Lux. Neff ����i�nces, E&S Tr�din�. Astier de Vi���tte ���tes, Li�� Pond. �u�, 
N���f �u�s. Chi��end��e ottom�n, Wi��s Bis�rove, u�ho�stered in Schum�cher ‘Nev�do’ in Desert, Gr�nt Dorm�n. STUDY W���s ��inted Du�ux Dee� 
W��nut. The owner M�r��ret with Bertie the do�. �u�, N���f �u�s. Bees b� �ich�rd Strin�er, F�etcher Arts. ENT�Y Ch�irs, Mi�ue� Meire��es Anti�ues, 
u�ho�stered in E��iott C��rke Mu�berr� ‘F�nt�si�’ f�bric. Cricket t�b�e, Gre� Stir�in� Furniture. Aerin ‘G�ios’ ��m� in Ph�r�oh White, B�oomin�d��es 
Li�htin�. Artwork b� So�hie M�cKinnon, �ed Hi�� House. Mod Co��ection Tr�vertine �e��e f�oor ti�es, B�z�ntine Desi�n.
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THIS IS  
THE LIFE
Margaret and David  
are delighted with their 
revamped weekender and 
the ease of entertaining 
visiting family and friends. 
But they say, “there is still 
lots to do in the future”. 
Plans for the property 
include expanding  
and developing the 
garden and renovating 
the old cottage located  
in an outer paddock.  
For David, a keen golfer,  
a dream project is  
to add a putting green.



KITCHEN Joiner� b� B�oom Interior Desi�n ��inted Du�ux Fossi� Gre� m�de b� Werribee Joiner� �nd C�binet 
Works. Perrin & �owe t��w�re, �nd but�er’s sink, The En��ish T��w�re Com��n�. S���shb�ck in C�rr�r� m�rb�e 
subw�� ti�es, B�z�ntine Desi�n. Zimb�bwe B��ck �r�nite benchto�, G-Lux. Neff ����i�nces, E&S Tr�din�. 
Bentwood b�r stoo�s, Thonet, with custom se�t ��ds in E��iott C��rke ‘�occo’ f�bric in Li�ht T�n. Coffee m�chine, 
��nci�io. C�ke st�nd, French Countr� Co��ections. �u�, N���f �u�s. DINING Vint��e t�b�e from one of the ori�in�� 
M�n�� ferries. Custom se�t ��ds in E��iott C��rke ‘V����n’ f�bric in S��e. Custom cushions in F�bricut ‘Gord��do’  
in F��x, The Texti�e Com��n�. ‘A�mer’ ru� in S�n�ri�, H��i. Winnie ch�nde�ier, Custom Li�htin�. Vint��e b�r c�rt, 
Di�ne Ber�eron. Artwork b� C��ire Stenin�. Billeca�t-Salmon �rint b� Bi��ie Justice Thomson, Modern Times.
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“They wanted the home to feel warmer,  
more colourful, as well as relaxing, and they 

favoured an English country aesthetic.” 
TERRI SHANNON, INTERIOR DESIGNER

LIVING Sof� u�ho�stered in E��iott C��rke A�h�mbr� ‘J�cob ��’ f�bric. Throw, Hermès. Custom ottom�ns b�  
B�oom Interior Desi�n m�de b� Wi��s Bis�rove in Mokum ‘Etern��’ in Linen, J�mes Dun�o� Texti�es, with frin�in� b� 
In�e Ho�st, E��iott C��rke. Custom coffee t�b�e, Ch�tsworth Fine Furniture. Chobi ru�, Si�k �o�d. ‘Corso’ sidebo�rd, 
C�nv�s+S�sson. Custom ch�ir in E��iott C��rke Lewis & Wood ‘Deer P�rk’ f�bric, B�oom Interior Desi�n. Cushion  
�nd ��m�, B�oom Interior Desi�n Archive Co��ection. Stoo�, Asi�n Tide. Artwork b� P�trici� Wood, Phi�i�s Auctions. 
Custom curt�ins in J�mes Dun�o� Texti�es Mokum ‘Etern��’ f�bric, B�oom Interior Desi�n. DINING ‘Winnie’ ch�nde�ier, 
Custom Li�htin�. Artwork b� C��ire Stenin�. Tr��, cu�s, �u� �nd �ot, B�oom Interior Desi�n Archive Co��ection. 
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OUTDOO� DINING Vint��e t�b�e, Jeff’s Shed (now c�osed). 
Verdun ch�irs, E�r�� Sett�er, with cushions in f�bric b� Luc� 
Mont�omer�. T�b�ec�oth, Heir�oom T�b�ew�re. Addison �oss 
���cem�ts, �ose Street Tr�din� Co. P��tes, bow�s �nd n��kins, 
C�s� e Cucin�. Cut�er�, Hutch T�b�e Accessories. ‘G�u���e’ �u�, 
The Essenti�� In�redient. G��ssw�re, Countr� �o�d. Outdoor 
�ots, Bunnin�s. ENT�Y Artwork b� Debbie M�ckenzie, �ed Hi�� 
House. Chi��end��e ottom�n, Wi��s Bis�rove, u�ho�stered in 
Gr�nt Dorm�n Schum�cher ‘Nev�do’ f�bric. �u�, N���f �u�s. 
Mod Co��ection Tr�vertine �e��e f�oor ti�es, B�z�ntine Desi�n. 

HOUSES  H G

The expanded entrance with its new travertine 
flooring leads in to the generously sized open-plan 
living and dining area, which has been refreshed with 
new picture windows to provide spectacular district 
views as well as allowing an abundance of light into 
the home. Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, a study, 
kitchen and laundry round out the floorplan.

In keeping with the desire to create a feeling of warmth 
in the home, older pieces and those with an interesting 
provenance were incorporated into the furniture scheme. 
This includes a dining table that was salvaged from an 
original Manly ferry, and some of the couple’s existing 
chairs and a sofa that were reupholstered to fit in with 
the updated aesthetic. Margaret’s fondness for stripes 
and patterns is evident throughout in cushions, rugs 
and upholstered benches.

While a fresh neutral – Dulux Natural White – was 
chosen for most of the interior, a deep charcoal shade 
for the V-groove panelling and joinery in the study and 
taupe for the kitchen and laundry joinery promote a 
sense of warmth. “The dark shade in the study really 
makes the new picture window pop, highlighting the 
beautiful aspect and greenery outside,” says Nina.

In the main bedroom there are allusions to country 
style in the Lewis & Wood wallpaper that features a 
delicate trailing leaf pattern in green, and the rustic 
aesthetic is further enhanced by the checkerboard 
tumbled tiles on all the bathroom floors.

The rebuilt deck with its soaring roof is the perfect 
spot for alfresco lunches on sunny days when guests can 
enjoy the tranquillity of the country lifestyle. Margaret 
and David couldn’t be happier. “We love the warmth and 
comfort that everyone can enjoy. Bloom understood our 
brief completely and made our vision come to life. We 
can’t wait to spend more time here when we retire.”  > 
Bloom: bloominteriordesign.com.au.
Luke Shannon: info@lukebuilt.au.
Noni Young Garden Design: noniyoung.com.au
Evolving Gardens: evolvinggardens.com.
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Du�ux Stone �iver  
(exterior render)

Du�ux Fossi� Gre�  
(kitchen �oiner�)

Du�ux Dee� W��nut  
(stud� w���s �nd �oiner�)

THE PALETTE
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HALLWAY Artworks b� Sus�nn�h Bond. Cushion in Suz�nne Tucker Home ‘Am�r�’, Ti��er H��� Desi�n. 
Bedside t�b�e, Abode Livin�. BATH�OOM Opposite, top left, bottom right Joiner� �nd mirrors, Werribee 
Joiner� �nd C�binet Works. C�rr�r� m�rb�e benchto�, G-Lux. W��� ti�es, B�z�ntine Desi�n. F�oor ti�es, 
Surf�ce G���er�. B�th, �eece. Aerin w��� �i�ht, B�oomin�d��es Li�htin�. BED�OOM Top right, bottom left 
Lewis & Wood ‘Beech’ w������er in Document Green, E��iott C��rke. Bedcover in Schum�cher f�bric,  
Gr�nt Dorm�n. Bedside t�b�e �nd ��m�, B�oomin�d��es Li�htin�. Ch�ir, Ch�tsworth Fine Furniture. Joiner� 
b� Werribee Joiner� �nd C�binet Works with f�bric insets in Ti��er H��� Desi�n Ni�e & York ‘Tr�ck’ f�bric. 



� ‘J�sminum’ ���te , $���, John Deri�n. � S�bre P�ris b�mboo s���d set, $���, Em�ore�n. � ‘M�urice’ ���ss c�binet  
in Drifted M�tt B��ck, $����, Coco �e�ub�ic. � ‘T���or Sk�’ cushion, $��, Dom��ne. � Thom�s O’Brien ‘Pi�f Gr�nde’  
ch�nde�ier, $����, The Mont�uk Li�htin� Co. � ‘Cr�fted’ t�b�e ��m� , $���, Few & F�r. � ‘Av��on’ throw b��nket in  
Écru/C�me� $����, Hermès. �  ‘Mississi��i’ outdoor dinin� ch�ir, $���, Dom��ne. � ‘B��view’ r�tt�n tr��  in Brown,  
$��.��, French Knot. �� ‘B�rndo’ rec��imed dinin� t�b�e, $����, E�r�� Sett�er.  #
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THE SOURCE

Bring warm country style to your interiors with classic and 
vintage-look pieces in timbers, woven textures and prints.
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STUDY Ch�irs, Freedom, with custom cushions in J�mes Dun�o� 
Texti�es C�s�m�nce ‘M�tsu Lin’ f�bric. T�b�e, Gre� Stir�in� 
Furniture. Ke��� We�rst�er t�b�e ��m�, B�oomin�d��es Li�htin�. 
V�se, French Countr� Co��ections. Artwork b� Erin Ch���in, 
Otom�s. �u�, The �u� Co��ection. French o�k f�oorin�, Woodcut. 


