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LIVING In the main living room, located at the front of the 
house, a bench seat covered in a Carolina Irving ‘Aegean 
Stripe’ fabric from Tigger Hall Design is a favourite spot  
for homeowner Jessica Vallve and her son Xavier to play.  
ENTRY The Edwardian facade was preserved during the 
renovation. Stately bluestone steps lead to the original front 
door with stained-glass detail, newly painted Dulux Black.  >  

six years in the making, this much-anticipated Melbourne 
renovation was executed with flair and passion, netting  
a treasured family home layered with gorgeous details.

STO RY  John McDonald | ST Y L I N G  Terri Shannon & Heather Nette King 
P H OTO G R A P H Y  Armelle Habib
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LIVING Applying Easygroove Easy VJ wall cladding from Bunnings behind the shelves added 
character in a cost-effective way. Molmic ‘Herbert’ sofa covered with Zepel Fabrics ‘Unos’ fabric  

in Elephant. Belle Maison metal coffee table with reclaimed-parquetry top, Maison Living. Stella 
lamp table, Zuster. Kelly Wearstler for Comfort ‘Cubist’ pendant light, Bloomingdales Lighting. 

Circa Lighting ‘Aspect’ articulating sconces in Bronze, Laura Kincade. 550 gas fireplace and 
Richmond mantelpiece, Jetmaster. Artworks by Elle Campbell. Local hero: Tangier  

wool-cotton rug (2.5m x 2.3m), $2345.45, Armadillo & Co. 
After several years spent living 

in London and subsequently 
moving home to Melbourne, 
Jessica and Cameron Vallve 
were looking for just the right 

home for their growing family. In 2010 
they discovered this Federation-era house 
in Melbourne’s inner-northern suburbs. 
They were impressed with its spacious 
rooms and original features, including 
fireplaces, mantelpieces and exterior 
fretwork. “It’s south facing, on the high 
side of the street, and also we loved the 
authentic stained glass in the front 
windows,” says Jessica. 

The house had been in the same family 
for some 70 years. It went to auction in 
October 2010 – on the same day the Vallves 
were attending a wedding. “A good friend 
bid on it for us, and it was quite stressful 

not being there!” says Jessica. “We moved 
in at the end of February 2011, when I was 
six months pregnant with our second 
child.” The single-storey house was 
perfectly liveable; still, the interior was dark 
and dated, with heavy curtains, a cottage 
kitchen, peach-coloured ’80s bathroom, 
shoebox ensuite and, to top it off, the rear 
of the dwelling was a DIY renovation from 
the 1990s. “Right away, we took the old 
curtains down and installed blinds, and 
painted the kitchen white,” says Jessica.

But the couple would take their time 
embarking on a proper renovation. In 2016 
they engaged architecture firm Nine 
Muses Design to refit the bones of the 
house. The facade and four original front 
rooms were to be kept, but everything else 
was to be knocked down and started again, 
with an upper storey added.  >

FINAL
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For the interiors, Jessica and Cameron 
wanted a hybrid of what they had loved in 
London – high ceilings, plenty of clean-
lined joinery, a medley of wallpapers – and 
a Hamptons-inspired style maximising 
light and airiness, all while retaining as 
many of the period features as possible. 
Jessica had seen the work of Melbourne 
interior-design firm Bloom in a magazine, 
and arranged to meet practice principal 
Terri Shannon and her team to discuss 
the interiors. “They immediately got the 
look and feel of what we wanted – we didn’t 
even speak to anyone else,” says Jessica. 
Bloom took charge of all the interior 
design, including joinery, fixtures, fittings, 
equipment selection and decorating. “We 
had a great time working with Jessica to 
select all the furniture, wall treatments 
and soft furnishings,” says Terri. 

Now with three children in the fold – 
Charlotte is 10, Abigail, seven, and Xavier, 
two – they hired DSS Constructions to 
carry out the build. Work began in June 
2017, and Jessica says the whole process 
was enjoyable for all. “It helped that I was 
on maternity leave after having Xavier.  
I had time to meet with the builders and 
the Bloom team as the house developed. 
We trusted both Terri and our builders. 
They really understood the look Bloom 
was trying to achieve and they were also 
excellent craftsmen – the attention to 
detail here is amazing.” Their tools were 
downed in February 2018.   > 

KITCHEN “I’ve always enjoyed cooking,” says 
Jessica. “This is a beautiful space, and I can 
keep my eye on the kids while I get dinner ready.” 
As in other parts of the house, the vintage 
character of the ceilings was recreated with 
Contemporary Cove cornice from F Vitale  
& Sons. Benchtops in Caesarstone Statuario 
Nuvo. Splashback in Dove Grey subway tiles, 
Earp Bros. Thonet ‘No18’ chairs and stools; 
seatpads are Westbury Textiles ‘Mombasa’ 
linen-cotton in Indigo. Circa Lighting ‘Eugene’ 
pendants, Laura Kincade. 

‘We wanted a functional family 
home that our young children could 

grow into. We were keen to have 
space for them to play, and room 

for us to retreat from the toys  
and chaos.’ Jessica Vallve, owner

the palette

Porter’s Paints 
Limed French  

Oak engineered-
oak flooring 

(kitchen)

Dulux Guild 
Grey (island 

joinery)

Caesarstone 
Statuario Nuvo 

(benchtops)

THIS IS THE LIFE
“We love having family and friends over, and 
most of our gatherings involve a lot of kids,” says 
Jessica. A nice flow between the indoor and 
outdoor spaces makes for easy entertaining, and 
steps all the way around the deck create extra 
seating for supervising the young ones. What’s 
next on the agenda? “We’ve been in just on a 
year now and still haven’t had a housewarming 
party, so we plan to do it one day soon.”
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From front verandah to back deck, the  
renovated home is everything they’d hoped 
for. The main bedroom suite is at the front 
of the home, with a sitting room across 
the hall. Further up the hallway, which  
has been treated to period panelling, is 
Xavier’s nursery. A powder room and 
laundry come next, with french doors at 
the end of the hall leading to the airy open-
plan zone at the rear – kitchen one side, 
living room the other. Here there’s a study 
nook and a TV concealed behind joinery. 
The dining table is central, with easy 
access to the spacious north-facing deck 
– a suntrap year-round.

Materials help to deliver texture and 
colour; oak flooring in communal areas, 
Spanish subway tiles in the kitchen, 
patterned encaustic tiles in the bathrooms 
and neutral carpets in the bedrooms all 
work together beautifully. Ample soft 
furnishings and accessories provide 
enchanting decorative accents throughout. 
And storage is plentiful. This is a family 
home for the ages if ever there was one.  >
Bloom, Williamstown, Victoria; (03) 9397 
4343 or bloominteriordesign.com.au. 

MAIN BATHROOM The children share this beautiful and functional space.  
The bath and shower are on one side (left) and the toilet is in an adjacent  
powder room (above). Cabinetry in Dulux Basic Coral with Shaker cup pulls  
from Mother of Pearl & Sons Trading. Otis sconce, Schoolhouse. Brunschwig  
& Fils ‘Bird & Thistle’ wallpaper in Aqua, Elliott Clarke. Ceramica Vogue ceramic 
wall tiles in Rosa (above), Classic Ceramics. Urban Retro reproduction encaustic 
floor tiles, Jatana Interiors. Liano island bath and Faun wall basin, Caroma. 
Local hero: Neu England lever wall sets in Aged Iron, $686 each, Brodware. 
ABIGAIL’S ROOM A sweet haven for a seven-year-old. Custom bedhead,  
Cavalier Upholstered Furniture. French linen bedlinen in Rosewater (pink) 
and Oasis, Bedouin Societe. Aegean Pink cushion, Bonnie and Neil. Majvillan 
‘Apple Garden’ wallpaper in Soft Green, available through Wallpaper Direct.  
Smart buy: Canvas+Sasson ‘Jasmine’ lamp in Blush Pink, $299, Bloom & Co.  

‘Jessica and Cameron were receptive to  
pushing boundaries with colours and textures,  
which was very fulfilling.’ Terri Shannon, interior designer
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MAIN BEDROOM Confident use of texture and tone characterise the 
parents’ room. Custom bedhead in Zepel Fabrics ‘Unos’ fabric in Papyrus. 
Versailles open bedside table, Maison Living. Altfield grasscloth wallpaper 
in French Blue, Milgate. Ottoman, Arthur G. Cushions in Nine Muses 
‘Scalloped Diamond’ in Indigo Blue, Tigger Hall Design (rear), and Zepel 
Fabrics ‘Lux Velvet II’ in Pink. MAIN ENSUITE Circa Lighting ‘Stanway’ 
sconces, Laura Kincade. Benchtop in Caesarstone Statuario Nuvo. 
Vintage Oslo wall tiles, Classic Ceramics. White Moroccan Bazaar floor 
tiles, Jatana Interiors. Joinery in Dulux Guild Grey. SITTING ROOM A nook 
in the parents’ favourite part of the house. Molmic ‘Vivienne’ armchair 
covered in Clarke & Clarke ‘Alvar’ velvet in Mist from Marco Fabrics. 
Obsidian cushion in Ribbon, Sparkk. Barclay lamp in Black, Canvas + 
Sasson. Tanzania pure wool carpet in Fiesta, Victoria Carpets. Framed 
artwork by Lola Donoghue. Local hero: Cricket side table in Weathered 
Oak, $699, Bloom & Co. For Where to Buy, see page 198.    

DECORATOR NOTES
This is a home where brave moves and bold 
flourishes have well and truly paid off. A beauitful 
example is Charlotte and Abigail’s bathroom. 
“Jessica was happy to go for the beautiful pink 
joinery, which I was so excited about,” says Terri. 
Pattern pops up throughout the home, helping 
to link each room. “We love all the little details,” 
adds Jessica, “especially the wallpaper, the pink 
Italian wall tiles and graphic floor tiles.”  # 
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